n Oct. 9, 2007, Birmingham Boston Terrier Rescue in
Alabama received an urgent call about a Boston
Terrier who was only days away from being put to sleep in
a Georgia shelter. After hearing the news, the organization
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Twenty-four hours later, the female stray found wan-
dering in a Georgia state park had been assigned a trans-
port to Birmingham and a foster home.

Upon the dog’s arrival, a Birmingham veterinarian pronounced
her healthy, albeit blind and nearly deaf, and estimated her age at 12.
The Boston Terrier also received a new name: Ruby.

But the surprises started coming when Ruby arrived at her fos-
ter home. She was scanned for a microchip and found to have
one. According to the chip’s data, “Ruby” was in fact Mindy, and
she belonged to a family in southern Florida.

Mindy’s foster parent, Austin Cooper, tried to contact Lee
County Animal Services, the organization stored in the chip. He
discovered that the group’s phone number had been discon-
nected. Undeterred, he tracked down the organization’s new
phone number and tried again. This time, Cooper connected with
the organization, which gave him the contact information for
Mindy’s family, the Thomases.

What he learned next was astonishing.

Mindy had originally been the pet of an older woman in Indiana.
The woman had to move into a nursing home and couldn’t take
Mindy with her, so the Thomases, who were visiting family in
the area at the time, decided to adopt the sweet Boston Terrier.
Although the family lived in Lee County. Fla., they took Mindy
back to Indiana periodically to visit her former owner.

In 2002 burglars broke into the Thomases’ Florida home and
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stole Mindy. Despite the growing length of time that passed with-
out the dog’s return, the family continued to believe the Boston
Terrier was alive, and they celebrated her birthday every year.

Three weeks after Birmingham Boston Terrier Rescue was first
called about Mindy, the dog was reunited with the Thomases. Lee
County media picked up on the story, and its coverage of Mindy's
return caught the attention of SPAY-Lee Inc., a local animal wel-
fare group. The organization was so touched by the story that it
offered to pay for cataract surgery to restore Mindy's sight.

On Feb. 13, 2008, Mindy turns 14 years old, and for the first
time in five years, the Thomases will celebrate Mindy’s birthday
with her at home. @

— Evangeline McMullen
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